Fatal upper esophageal hemorrhage caused by a previously ingested chicken bone: case report.
Perforation of the upper esophageal wall by ingested bones can cause sudden death and death under suspicious circumstances. Perforation usually takes place at sites of physiologic and pathologic strictures. Temporary bleeding from the respiratory and digestive tracts is an important signal and may be crucial in the diagnosis of esophageal perforation and small vessel injury by ingested bone. Polymorphism and long symptomatology can cause diagnostic and therapeutic failure, thus presenting a special medicolegal problem. We present a case report of unknown cause of death and death under suspicious circumstances resulting from ingested bone perforation of upper esophagus. A chicken bone had been swallowed about 6 months before death caused by hemorrhage from a decubitus in the cervical esophagus. The patient underwent urgent surgery because of suspected bleeding of a ventricular ulcer.